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The Tech-cellerate program was launched with a gift of laptop computers from Google  

to Cambridge Community Foundation. The Foundation worked with local organizations  

to get the laptops into the hands of Cambridge students who put them to immediate use. 

Cover photos by Romana Vysatova.



The past year was a time for deepening connections and building relationships  

for all of us at the Cambridge Community Foundation. As we gathered together  

to mark 100 years of service to Cambridge, we were reminded of the power of 

community and of the “creative gene” that gives life here a unique flavor. 

The celebration at MIT’s Media Lab in March emphasized the rich diversity of our 

city, highlighting long-held Cambridge values and reinforcing for all of us the impor-

tance of sustaining qualities we love about our city. We continue to look for ways to lift up  

our city’s unique strengths and create stronger links across boundaries in our community.

The Foundation is here to strengthen Cambridge and to extend opportunity and a culture  

of common purpose, collaboration and philanthropy through our extraordinary nonprofit  

partners, supported by the ongoing generosity of donors. Here’s an example of impact  

drawing on all those elements.

Early in the year, the Foundation received a phone call from Google’s Cambridge head-

quarters. They had 200 slightly used laptops. Could we use them? The upshot of that was 

a partnership including the City of Cambridge, Cambridge Youth Centers and half a dozen 

nonprofit organizations that work with young people.

Together we designed a program enabling students to earn a laptop by writing essays  

and designing projects that spoke to their aspirations and passions, acknowledging the  

challenges caused by a lack of access in a world driven by technology. The culminating 

event was a gathering at Google’s dazzling headquarters that transported more than  

a hundred young people to a place where new ideas are conceived and imaginations  

are let loose. (The cover of this report documents that evening.) Connections established  

there helped seed a vision of a future where Cambridge residents are full participants in  

the city’s economic future. 

Driving the vision and work of the Foundation is a dedicated Board of Directors. In June,  

we said thank you to a number who completed ten years of service, including directors  

Linda Chin, Martha McKenna, Paul Parravano, Mary Power, Mina Reddy and Nan Stone,  

and trustees Michael Duca and Dora Lewin. And we welcomed a new team to lead us on,  

into a new year.

We offer this report as a record of a very full year. 

Sincerely,

Geeta Pradhan    Richard Harriman 

President and CEO   Board Chairman

Dear Friends,

Foundation President  

Geeta Pradhan and Board  

Chair Rick Harriman on a site 

visit to the Margaret Fuller  

Neighborhood House.  

Photo by Kayana Szymczak 
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The Foundation enters its second  
century with a community gathering

More than 300 civic leaders gathered at the MIT Media 

Lab on March 28, 2017, to celebrate the Cambridge 

Community Foundation’s centennial. Friends and 

partners came from every corner, reflecting all who 

contribute to the city’s global reputation.

“Cambridge Community Foundation plays such a  

critical role in strengthening our city,” said Massachu-

setts Senator Elizabeth Warren, as she welcomed 

guests to the event in a videotaped message. “Thanks 

to your advocacy work and your partnerships with  

nonprofits, this organization makes our community a 

better place to live.” 

The evening’s theme, Our City Our Future, honored  

the Foundation’s past and captured a sense of common 

purpose. It highlighted accomplishments achieved 

through the support of the Foundation’s generous 

donors and the remarkable dedication of the creative 

and committed nonprofit organizations it works with 

every day.

Two of those organizations captivated the audience 

with their artistic talents. The Longy School of Music’s 

regional youth orchestra Sistema Side By Side played  

a mini-concert to welcome all, and the Dance Complex’s 

troupe Bodies in Motion whisked between tables and 

onto the stage to join the evening’s host, Robin Young, 

of WBUR. 

The performances celebrated Cambridge as a city with 

the “artistic gene,” a heritage centuries old that is as 

contemporary as the technology companies that make 

Cambridge the epicenter of global innovation today.  

A video told the story of an immigrant family supported 

by Cambridge nonprofit Just-A-Start highlighted the 

opportunities offered to newcomers as they make their 

way into the American mainstream. 

The centennial capped a year in which the Founda-

tion’s mission was delivered in fresh ways. New efforts 

included civic convenings with stakeholders and 

community leaders; new funds to create ways to give 

back to the community; new grantmaking strategies 

to strengthen families, promote early childhood devel-

opment and create opportunities in the innovation 

economy. And ways to foster the arts in Cambridge— 

a city of ideas.

The evening began with a video from U.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren.  

She reached out from Washington D.C., with a welcome to all, honoring 

the long history and many accomplishments of the Foundation. 

Photos by Kayana Szymczak

Celebrating  100 Years
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Guests arrived at the MIT Media Lab to the sounds of El Sistema Side by Side, courtesy of Longy School of Music.  

The student orchestra performed Brahms Hungarian Dance and the piece Pajarillo. (top)

Evening host Robin Young of WBUR’s Here & Now drew on deep personal experience as a Cantabrigian to make everyone feel connected. 

She honored the qualities that define the city: compassion for those in need, a welcome for new arrivals, a commitment to innovation, and a 

shared appreciation for the city’s long and storied history. (inset)

Gail Roberts provided the creative energy to make the event happen—and stepped up to welcome the community to the celebration. (bottom)
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New Fund Seeds Opportunity
Falcon Pride Scholarships  
tackle inequality

When Cambridge Rindge and Latin School parents 

Andus Baker, Rowan Murphy and Elizabeth Keating 

met with Foundation President Geeta Pradhan in the 

fall of 2016, they spoke about extending opportunity to 

children who had a passion for higher education but 

not the means. Their idea quickly materialized as the 

Falcon Pride Scholarship Fund, which supports  

both entry and persistence in college. 

In response to their generosity, the Foundation com-

mitted $50,000 of its own resources to provide eight 

scholarship grants annually for five years, permitting 

the Fund to grow and become a sustainable source of 

support for our city’s children. Selected CRLS seniors 

receive two-year scholarships—for their freshman year 

in college and for persistence in their sophomore year. 

For our young people, knowing they have the financial 

resources to go to college is a demonstration of  

Cambridge’s confidence in them and their next steps.

Andus, Rowan and Elizabeth are actively encouraging 

friends, neighbors and committed individuals to expand 

the fund so it will help CRLS students for years to come, 

and develop in-college support. They represent the 

passion for creating opportunity in Cambridge that is 

an enduring value of the city. And, as members of the 

board of the Foundation, Andus and Elizabeth bring 

their leadership skills and deep commitment to equity 

to our future.

C O L L EG E  I M PACT

% who say that considering what they and their family 

paid for undergraduate education, it ...

C O L L EG E  G R A D UAT E S :

• Volunteer 2.3 times more than non-grads

• Give 3 times more to charity

• Are more likely to vote

• Join community and service organizations

• Report higher rates of happiness.

Note: Based on those with at least a bachelor’s degree.  

Pew Research Center

Taking that Falcon Spirit to a New Place

83%  Has paid off

8%  Will pay off

6%  Has not/Will not pay off

3%  Not sure/Don’t know/Refused

In May 2017, four graduates from Cambridge Rindge  

and Latin School were selected to receive the first  

Falcon Pride Scholarships. 

One deferred, and three are in college now. Natalie 

McPherson-Siegrist is at the University of Tennessee; 

Narinka Guichette enrolled at Emmanuel College;  

and Roodeline Guichette is at the University of  

Massachusetts Boston. Roodeline spoke about her 

college experience.

She loves biology. And enjoyed the chance to explore 

teaching last semester. She always liked teaching her 

siblings. So, does she plan to be a science teacher? 

Maybe. 

A first-year student at UMass Boston, 

she is keeping her eyes—and her 

options—open to possibilities. 

Roodeline is in the first group of  

Cambridge Rindge and Latin School graduates to 

receive financial assistance from the Falcon Pride 

Scholarship program, established this year. Her twin 

sister Narinka also received a Falcon Pride Scholarship.

Roodeline says UMass Boston is tough, but exciting. 

Some fellow students are familiar from Cambridge,  

but college is a new world. An honor student in high 

school, she is focused on nailing her grades, exploring 

a new landscape, meeting people and figuring out 

exactly what is the best fit for her interests and talents.
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The Fund for Urgent Needs

Another way to help those in need is 

ManyHelpingHands365, a network established  

by CCF board member Lori Lander that supports 

volunteering in the city. It has developed the  

Martin Luther King Day of Service into one of the 

largest events of its kind in New England, bringing 

together volunteers of all ages to provide warm  

clothing for homeless residents, Valentine’s cards  

for local seniors, and help to stock food pantries.

The network has also joined other organizations  

to support a gun buyback program.

For this organization, Cambridge Community 

Foundation has served as fiscal sponsor, providing  

a range of financial duties for a 

new organization that doesn’t 

yet have the scale to cover 

these responsibilities. It is 

a way the Foundation can 

support important work or 

values the Foundation  

wants to advance. 

The organization can be  

reached online at 

manyhelpinghands365.org

Residents gather at beginning of Martin Luther  

King Day. Photo courtesy of ManyHelpingHands365.

Many Hands On Deck

Preparing for an uncertain future

An anonymous donor family that has steadfastly 

supported the Cambridge Community Foundation 

established the Urgent Needs Fund to help the  

community’s nonprofits cope with anticipated changes 

in federal funding for social programs. It has been 

pointed out that even a comparatively small cut to a 

major program such as Medicaid could cause a  

ripple effect across nonprofits as the Commonwealth 

cuts its support of local programs for those in need and 

for immigrants in order to fill a Medicaid needs gap. 

The Urgent Needs Fund will meet emergency and  

unanticipated need and support organizational restruc-

turing required to deal with changes in public funding 

that will affect the delivery of essential services. 

Understanding that restructuring an organization and 

redirecting its energies takes time and money, our 

donors wanted to help the community’s nonprofits 

maintain the integrity of their missions under changing 

circumstances. 

Their foresight reflects a grasp of community needs 

and nonprofit finance that marks the Cambridge donor, 

whose concern for the community is both compassion-

ate and subtle, and with whom we are proud to work. 

The Power of Personal Legacy
Additional support for those in urgent need 

came from a friend of the Foundation.

When long-time Cambridge resident  

Maurice Anderson died last year, he left 

two important legacies. The U.S. veteran  

and former teacher was a writer and editor. 

He co-founded the Writers of Color Work-

shop at the Cambridge Senior Center, where  

his memory is cherished.

He also made two bequests to benefit the  

community he loved.

The gift was sparked by Maurice’s distress at signs 

of poverty in Central Square—more hands held out 

for help. So, when he heard about the Foundation, he 

followed up. “I looked up the Cambridge Community 

Foundation and knocked on their door,” said Maurice. 

Maurice established an outright bequest and a  

beneficiary designation working with the Foundation 

and entrusted it with his concerns. 

Following his wish, this bequest will strengthen the 

Foundation’s Urgent Needs Fund. Initial grants from  

this fund will be made in the upcoming year. 



Agassiz Neighborhood  
Council Tree Fund
For tree planting in the Agassiz 
Neighborhood.

Judge Charles Almy Fund
To support children’s needs  
and services.

Anonymous Fund (2) 

The Carol and Sherwood Bain Fund 
To support the work of the Foundation.

BankBoston Fund  
For youth, education and  
economic development.

Sara M. Bass Fund
To support the Foundation’s mission.

Ralph and Beryl B. Beatley Fund
For children and adolescents.

Julia Otis Bibbins Fund  
To help children appreciate art  
and gain artistic skill. 

Biogen Idec Fund for Cambridge  
To address changes faced by  
Cambridge residents.

Richard H. and Amy L. Bird Fund
To help those at greatest risk.

Horace O. Bright Fund
To support the Foundation.

The Diane Bushner Memorial 
Scholarship at Cambridge Rindge 
and Latin School and The Diane 
Bushner Memorial Teacher 
Recognition Grant 
A scholarship for CRLS seniors,  
and to honor teaching.

Cambridge/Agassiz/Harvard 
Community, Culture, and  
Recreation Fund  
A fund for the Agassiz Baldwin  
community and Cambridge in general.

Cambridge Art Association Fund
An agency endowment fund.

Cambridge Community Foundation 
Leadership Fund 
To support the Foundation’s 
 Civic Leadership work.

Cambridge Trust Company 
Customers’ Fund 
To strengthen community well-being.

The Chamberlain Fund
To support Cambridge Homes,  
Mt. Auburn Hospital and Paine  
Senior Services.

Children’s Fund 
For Cambridge children.

Paul R. Corcoran Fund
The gift of an early Foundation trustee.

Casimir and Elizabeth de Rham Fund 
For human service agencies.

Alfred Della Paolera Scholarship
A scholarship for Watertown  
High School seniors.

Leo H. Dworsky Fund 
To support the Foundation.

Walter F. Earle Fund
To serve the community of Cambridge.

Mrs. Marion Eiseman Fund
For general support.

C. Lansing Fair Fund
To support the work of the Foundation.

Americo J. Francisco Charity Fund 
For programs in education, elder  
care, emergency response, health, 
human services, immigrant services, 
and volunteerism. 

Americo J. Francisco Elder’s Fund 
for East Cambridge 
To help senior residents facing  
emergency needs.

The Eleanor Balkind Friedman Fund 
For environmental, educational and 
human service programs. 

The Sheila Gamble Fund
To support education, environmental  
protection, health, and women’s issues.

CCF Named Funds

FUNDS CREATED THIS YEAR

Cosulich Family Charitable Fund 

Falcon Pride Scholarship Fund

Johnson Family Fund

Beth and Marty Milkovits Fund 

Mina Reddy Fund

The Rebuilding Fund

Tech-cellerate Fund

Urgent Needs Fund

The Cambridge Community Foundation began with a gift and an idea. The gift was made by a successful  

cattle dealer from Wayland named Jonathan Parmenter to establish scholarships for Harvard College students. 

The idea came from a Cambridge banker named Walter Earle who had heard of a new way to channel local 

philanthropy-the Community Foundation. Over 100 years later, the Cambridge Community Foundation  

continues to grow through gifts from generous donors. 

Following is a list of new named funds created in the past fiscal year. Some were announced at the gathering 

celebrating the Foundation’s 100th anniversary in March, including the Falcon Pride Scholarship Fund and  

the Urgent Needs Fund. Others rose through the spontaneous generosity of local donors in the face of need.  

The Rebuilding Fund addressed the effects of a catastrophic fire in Cambridge’s Wellington Harrington  

neighborhood which left scores of families homeless.
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My Cambridge—Smart and Full of Surprise
“What I want, to borrow a phrase, is for Cambridge 

to ‘stay weird,’” says Rosemarie Torres Johnson. She 

laughs—but she means it. She loves the complexity  

in this city—and she wants to help sustain it. 

A Southern California transplant who has called 

Cambridge home for more than 20 years, Rosemarie 

leads the Foundation’s Governance Committee. She 

brings to it a keen understanding of the mission, an eye 

for organizational excellence and a gift for seeing the 

big picture. Her work at the Foundation extends to the 

Development Committee, and she brings her creativity 

and warmth to every aspect of the organization’s work. 

Rosemarie draws on deep experience in public  

relations, media and investor networks in her efforts 

to enlarge the Foundation’s means and impact. She is 

a founding partner in Persephone Venture Partners, 

a network of investors with a portfolio ranging from 

health care to high-tech to a Broadway musical.

A former WGBH overseer, she has held leadership roles 

at Concord Academy, Shady Hill School and Beacon 

Academy: access to education and opportunity looms 

large for this mother of three. 

At the Foundation, Rosemarie brings many talents to 

the board and to the work of the Foundation. A highly 

engaged board member, she and her husband have 

established the Johnson Family Fund—a donor advised 

fund at the Foundation. 

“We can accomplish so much more if people chip in,  

in every sense of the word, and we all work together,” 

she says. 

A pragmatic optimist, she sees a clear path to meeting 

local challenges by mobilizing people and resources  

to make positive change. 

“If we can’t find the answers with the minds and 

resources here in Cambridge, then where will they  

be found?”

Rosemarie Torres Johnson in a candid moment at a forum focused 

on the state of Cambridge as the city faces the impact of an historic 

economic boom. Photo by Romana Vysatova.
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Nan Haar Fund  
To assist local agencies.

Henry Hall Fund
To support the work of the Foundation.

Anne H. and Dwight E. Harken Fund 
To honor lives of service and  
dedication to Cambridge.

Rick Harriman and Kristen 
Wainwright Civic Leadership Fund 
To support the Foundation’s Civic 
Leadership agenda.

Head Of The Charles  
Regatta® Fund 
For the Foundation as one of the  
official charities of the Regatta.

Val Hinderlie Fund 
To help those who change careers 
 to work in childcare.

Hurlbut Legacy Fund for Cambridge 
To support the Foundation’s  
Civic Leadership.

Jackson Family Fund  
For music education. 

J. Jonas Fund  
For children from infancy  
through adolescence.

The Karnovsky Fund
For education in and out of school.

Theodora Keith Fund  
For general support.

The Geoconda and  
Joseph H. King Fund 
To encourage collaboration among 
human service providers.

Paul and Martha Lawrence Fund
To support the work of the Foundation.

Stanley Lawton Fund  
For general support.

Ruth and Edith Lindblom Fund
For the betterment of Cambridge.

The Arthur L. and  
Geneva T. Malenfant Fund 
 For children in need.

Mary Mohrer Peer Counselors Fund 
Supports training CRLS students to 
serve as mentors.

John R. Moot Fund
To support social service agencies.

Ruth W. Motherwell Fund
To honor Joseph Motherwell.

The Sarah Hope Moulton Fund
To help families with disabled children.

Ronald Novendstern Fund
For unmet healthcare needs.

Oaktree Appellant’s Group:  
Alewife Fund 
To preserve the Alewife Reservation.

Oaktree Appellant’s Group: 
Affordable Housing Fund  
For affordable housing.

Open Software Foundation Fund
For community service.

The Parmenter Fund  
Scholarships to enable students  
to attend Harvard. 

Patricia and Herbert W. Pratt Fund 
For art and music education.

Charlotte and Irving W. Rabb Fund 
For Cambridge youth.

RBS04 Fund 
Child mental health and  
music education.

Dr. Robert C. Reid Fund
General Foundation support.

J. Preston Rice Memorial Fund
For immigrant families.

Rindge School of Technical Arts Fund
To prepare students for careers. 

Manuel Rogers Sr. Center Fund
For the Center for Portuguese Culture.

The Bob Shea Memorial Fund
To help homeless people.

Social Justice Works!  
The Aaronson Fund 
For CRLS graduates promoting  
social justice.

Special Fund 
For compelling needs.

The Patricia Weiland Stavely 
Memorial Book Fund  
To honor a love of books.

Alan Steinert Fund
To support the Foundation’s work.

Alice Morris Sturges Fund
For families with disabled children.

Walter Knight Sturges Fund
To honor students and teachers 
 in the arts.

James Jerome Sullivan Fund
To support Foundation grantmaking.

Synectics, Inc. Fund
To support the Foundation’s Civic 
Leadership agenda.

Teaching Philanthropy Fund
To encourage philanthropy.

Anne Longfellow Thorp Fund
For Cambridge social services.

Timothy and Joseph Traversy Fund 
To encourage philanthropy.

Tufts Health Plan Fund
To improve community health.

The Detlev and Dorothy Vagts Fund 
To enhance equity and fair play.

Eleanor Roberta Walker  
Scholarship Fund  
A scholarship for Belmont High School 
seniors who want to teach.

Cornelia Balch Wheeler Fund
Unrestricted Foundation support.

Albert O. Wilson Fund
For the City of Cambridge.

George E. Wilson Campers Fund
For children to attend summer camp.

The Alice Wolf Early Education  
and Care Fund 
For Cambridge children and  
their families.
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Cambridge has earned a reputation as well-managed 

and compassionate. But hidden in this vibrant com-

munity is a sobering reality: too many residents living 

with food insecurity. Filling this gap since 1981 is Food 
For Free. The Cambridge-based nonprofit is a long-

time partner of Cambridge Community Foundation in 

addressing urgent need.

Here are some numbers attesting to that need— 

and to Food For Free’s impact.

• They deliver 2 million pounds of food  

(that’s 1.7 million meals) to 30,000 people in 11 

communities in Greater Boston through the year;

• An innovative program sends backpacks of  

groceries home with almost 500 Cambridge  

students who would otherwise go hungry; and

• Home Delivery brings meals to low-income seniors 

and people with disabilities living in Cambridge.

Along the way, Food For Free has built a network  

of allies, from the Greater Boston Food Bank to  

local schools, service organizations and companies. 

Google has been one generous source among  

many corporate donors, says Sasha Purpura, the  

organization’s executive director. And Harvard has  

led with donations of prepared foods repackaged  

for those who struggle to make their own meals.

The ultimate impact of Food For Free emerges in  

testimony from their partners. Organizations serving 

needy residents (for example East End House, Vinfen, 

On The Rise) express gratitude as it makes nutritious 

food a reality. In the words of AIDS Action Committee, 

“There are times when the food we receive from  

Food For Free is the only food our clients will eat that 

day. The importance of that cannot be overstated.”

Need in the middle of plenty describes the challenge for many 

Cambridge families. Those who struggle to put food on the table find 

help with Food For Free. Photo courtesy of Food For Free.
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PA R T N E R  STO R Y

Food For Free Makes a  
Nutritious Difference in Many Lives 
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Charting Change in Cambridge’s Future

Sparking an animated conversation were (from left) Randy Albelda, professor of Economics and senior research fellow at UMass/Boston; Barry Bluestone, 

senior fellow at the Boston Foundation and founding director of the Dukakis Center at Northeastern University; Ronald Ferguson, senior lecturer at the  

Harvard Kennedy School of Government and the Harvard Graduate School of Education; and Moacir Barbosa, director of community engagement at 

Health Resources in Action in Boston. Moderator was State Rep. Marjorie Decker (inset). She drew on her personal story growing up in public housing  

with deep roots in a changing Cambridge. Photos by Romana Vysatova. 

What the numbers indicate  
about our city

Cambridge is changing at a dizzying pace, as new  

construction reflects a dynamic local economy.

The new Cambridge will look different. Will it lose a  

distinctiveness built on racial, ethnic and cultural 

richness? Will our city keep its historic commitment to 

social justice? At Cambridge’s community foundation, 

committed to the well-being of the entire community, a 

study published this year explored those key questions.

Called Boomtown/Hometown: What the numbers 
say about income, housing and education in  
Cambridge today, the publication focuses on  

trends shaping our city’s future: increasing income 
inequality, rapidly rising housing costs and  
persistent educational disparities.

The Foundation introduced the publication at the 

Charles Hotel on March 1, before an overflowing crowd. 

A panel, facilitated by State Rep. Marjorie Decker, 

included as discussion leaders Economist Randy 

Albelda of UMass-Boston; Moacir Barbosa of Health 

Resources in Action (now a board member of  

Cambridge Community Foundation); Economist and 

former Northeastern University Professor of political 

economy Barry Bluestone; and Ronald Ferguson, of  

the Wiener Center for Social Policy at Harvard. 

The panelists stressed the impact of income inequality. 

To underscore his point about the trend, Professor 

Bluestone noted that the number of millionaires in 

Cambridge had doubled between 2004 and 2014. 

Commenting on Rep. Decker’s personal story of 

growing up in public housing and becoming a state 

representative, Moacir Barbosa noted that sense  

of open-ended possibility now seems fleeting. 

“The engine of opportunity that the city once was is 

going—or gone,” he said. 

Publications like Boomtown/Hometown and gatherings 

such as the one at the Charles reflect the Foundation’s 

commitment to civic leadership: partnering with City 

Hall and the city’s many nonprofit organizations to 

respond to present needs, while independently study-

ing the community, defining key trends drawing  

on Cambridge’s intellectual capital,  

convening community leaders,  

and setting the agenda for  

the community’s future. 
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Foundation co-funds study to align city  
with community benefits funding

The City of Cambridge and the Foundation partnered 

with the Cambridge Nonprofit Coalition to release  

the Community Needs Assessment study in January 

2017. The goal of the study was to guide the use of  

mitigation funds pledged through zoning amendments 

and agreements with developers and intended to help 

the city mitigate the effects of development.

These funds are intended to be used by the nonprofit 

community to expand services to benefit Cambridge 

residents and address community needs. With broad 

goals established by the City Council, an appointed 

Community Benefits Advisory Committee, which 

includes the Foundation, city leaders, nonprofit  

representatives and city residents, is working to 

develop recommendations for allocating funds  

to non-profit organizations, in alignment with the  

most critical needs facing our city. 

As indicated by the study and confirmed by a survey 

of residents, the top tier of needs include: Economic 
security, housing and mental health support.

The Boomtown/Hometown report packed the room and  

generated a thoughtful and engaged conversation. Shown here  

are educator Angela Allen, head of school at Prospect Hill Academy 

Charter School; and Dita Obler, a genetic counselor and steering 

committee member at Community Conversations, a women’s  

health initiative focused on black women and their families.

PA R T N E R  STO R Y

Needs Assessment



Source: City of Cambridge

A three-bedroom apartment

INCOME INEQUALIT Y HOUSING

$79,416

$54,416 1,000 $1.2 million

5,000 $2,950/mo.

$3,400/mo.

was the median household income 

in Cambridge in 2015—that’s more 

than $25,000 GREATER than  

the median for all urban households 

in the country

was the urban median household 

income in the country in 2015 working households make more 

than $500,000 a year

Average price for a single-family 

home in 2014

working households receive less 

than $40,000 a year

A two-bedroom apartment

POVERT Y

Almost 
2,000

10%+ 32.8%

Cambridge children 
live in poverty

of all Cambridge families with  

children live in poverty

of families headed by single  

women live in poverty, up  

8 points since 2010

1 4



Bikes have established themselves as a key source of transportation for those who work in Cambridge. Here commuters pour down Cambridge Street 

on the way to Kendall Square. More traditional routes have become overwhelmed by the pace of development. Photo by Richard Howard.

POVERT Y BY RACE 2015 EDUCATION COLLEGE COMPLETION

26.4%

26.3%

16.9%

10.7% 38% Framingham students

31% Cambridge students

Cambridge students are less  

likely to complete college than 

Framingham students.
Racial achievement gaps in math 

and science—critical for success  

in a technology-based economy—

are evident as early as third grade

earn a degree within 6 years of  

high school graduation

Black

Hispanic

Asian

White
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Serving those who have nowhere to go

Alexis’s commute to work is a short hop to the margins 

along the train tracks where homeless people huddle, 

wrapped against the rain. She’s an outreach worker 

from CASPAR, a rare shelter welcoming clients who  

are actively drinking or using drugs. Alexis appears  

in the white van with a sandwich, a blanket, or a ride 

back to the center on Albany Street. Two men climb 

in. One stays in the small encampment—temporarily 

barred for bad behavior. And we roll on.

“I love my job,” says Alexis with a grin. A published  

poet who has been working with homeless people for 

two years, she fills the 4-to-midnight shift most days. 

It is clear in every interaction that her empathy and 

energy make a powerful connection she can leverage 

to help people who need all the help they can get.

She is one public face of an organization fully engaged 

since 1970 in saving lives and promoting healthier life-

styles for as many as 1,500 men, women, adolescents 

and babies each year. Serving residents of Cambridge 

and Somerville, as well as anyone who comes to them 

in need, CASPAR today offers day and residential 

programs, including services for pregnant women and 

infants, and residences for men and women. 

A long-time recipient of grants from Cambridge Com-

munity Foundation, CASPAR stands as an essential 

resource for those with urgent needs, beginning with 

a warm place to get out of the rain, a meal, and on this 

day, a friendly and deeply committed ally in the daily 

battle to get sober, get healthy, get a fresh start in life.

Alexis checks out a gathering place set up by homeless people near  

the MIT campus in Cambridge. Because of the nature of her work,  

she prefers to use only her first name. Photo by David Trueblood.

G R A N T E E  STO R Y

CASPAR: On a Mission to the Margin
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For the years ended June 30, 2017

AS S E TS   F Y 1 7   F Y 1 6

Cash & Cash Equivalents $ 501,096 $ 423,820

Investments  36,611,673  33,396,502

Receivable  852,700  1,437,753

Other Assets  119,013  161,071

Total Assets   38,084,482  35,419,146

L I A B I L I T I E S  &  N E T  AS S E TS      

Payables & Accruals $ 633,898  123,942

Fiscal Agent Liability  181,154  212,076

Split Interest Agreements  109,028  119,028 

Agency Endowments  1,076,641  1,010,526

Total Liabilities   2,000,721  1,465,572

Net Assets  36,083,761  33,953,574

Total Liabilities & Net Assets $ 38,084,482 $ 35,419,146

R E V E N U E S     

Contributions   957,950  769,259

Net Investment Return  3,575,373  219,643

Other Income  284,565  202,100

Total Revenues  4,817,888  1,191,002

G R A N TS  &  E X P E N S E S     

Grants  1,270,406  1,303,466

Program Support  736,287  612,250

Civic Leadership  220,584  —

Operating Expenses  460,423  329,737

Total Grants & Expenses $ 2,687,700 $ 2,245,453

Change in Net Assets $ 2,130,187 $  (1,054,451)

Net Assets, Beginning of the Year $ 33,953,574 $ 35,008,025 

Net Assets, End of Year $ 36,083,761  $ 33,953,574   

“ It has been rewarding to see the growth of the Foundation in recent years.  

A program of extending civic leadership, building partnerships, enlarging Cambridge’s 

endowment comes together to create new and greater opportunities to serve  

local residents. ”    Elizabeth Reid, Chair, Finance Committee, Cambridge Community Foundation

Financials FY16-17
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There is good news one year after a devastating fire 

tore through a tight-knit community in the heart of 

Cambridge’s Wellington-Harrington neighborhood: the 

work of reconstruction is well underway. New plans  

are complete for housing to replace much of what was 

lost in one early December afternoon.

The more personal losses—summer clothes, school 

books, sports equipment—have been largely replaced 

through a fund created at Cambridge Community 

Foundation, driven by the generosity of local donors, 

and announced immediately after the fire. Designated 

as a Rebuilding Find, the idea was to augment the 

money the City of Cambridge raised for the structural 

rebuilding, with a focus on the very individual losses 

that have an immediate and direct impact on people’s 

lives, and which can be hard to replace for those with 

limited resources.

Funds collected by the Foundation were distributed by 

Just-A-Start Corporation, which is also overseeing the 

new construction of affordable housing. Just-A-Start 

has been a funding partner with the Foundation since 

the nonprofit was first established in 1968 as a commu-

nity revitalization and youth training program.

“Our first concern was to encourage giving to the City 

Fund,” said Geeta Pradhan, Foundation president. 

“Our next concern was to help with the long slow work 

of reconstructing a neighborhood and contributing 

to those affected by the fire. We put out an invitation 

Helping the Neighbors After a Fire Damages a Community

CCF Grants and other Charitable 
Distributions Awarded 
July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2017

URGENT NEED & UNDER-SERVED

FY17 Grants: $291,171
Adolescent Consultation Services, Inc.

AIDS Action Committee of Massachusetts 
(Youth on Fire)

American Red Cross of Massachusetts

Boston Area Rape Crisis Center

Bridge Fund of Massachusetts

Bridge Over Troubled Waters

Cambridge Health Alliance Foundation

Caritas Communities

CASPAR

Catholic Charities St. Patrick Shelter 

Community Dispute Settlement Center, Inc.

Community Legal Services and Counseling 
Center

Community Servings

Emerge

Family-to-Family Project 

Food For Free Committee 

Greater Boston Food Bank

Harvard Square Churches Meal Program 

Heading Home

Homeless Empowerment Project/ Spare 
Change 

HomeStart, Inc.

Just-A-Start Corporation

Meeting Place

On the Rise, Inc.

Outdoor Church of Cambridge

Project Manna

Self Esteem Boston Educational Institute

Shelter Legal Services Foundation

Supervised Visitation Network

Transition House 

Wellmet Project, Inc.

Women’s Educational Center

YMCA, Cambridge Family

YWCA Cambridge

STRENGTHENING FAMILIES / 
ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT

FY17 Grants: $196,737
Adbar Ethiopian Women’s Alliance

Cambridge Community Center

Cambridge Economic Opportunity 
Committee

East End House

Family Independence Initiative 

Kids in Need of Defense (KIND)

Let’s Get Ready

Margaret Fuller Neighborhood House

Mount Auburn Hospital

Solutions At Work

uAspire

Community Learning Center, Friends of 

Compass Working Capital

Cradles to Crayons

STEAM/ADDRESSING 
EDUCATION-INNOVATION GAP

FY17 Grants: $96,500
BioBuilder Educational Foundation

Cambridge Science Festival

Center for Artistry and Scholarship

CitySprouts 

Innovators 4 Purpose

Just-A-Start Corporation

Loop Lab

Possible Project

Science Club for Girls

EDUCATION & YOUTH DEVELOPMENT

FY17 Grants: $341,519
Afterworks

Agassiz Baldwin Community: Scholarships

Agenda for Children: Out-of-School-Time 
Initiative 

Associated Grant Makers of 
Massachusetts: Summer Fund 

Belmont High School Scholarship Award

Big Sister Association of Greater Boston 

Breakthrough Greater Boston 

Cambridge Camping Association 

Cambridge Community Center

Cambridge Community Television

Cambridge Housing Authority: Work Force 
Program

Cambridge Public School Department: 
Education Gap Research

Cambridge Rindge and Latin School: 
Scholarships

Cambridge School Volunteers 

Cambridge Youth Enrichment Program

Community Art Center, Inc.

Enroot (formerly Cambridge Community 
Services)

Falcon Pride: CRLS Scholarship

Harvard University: Scholarship 

Prospect Hill Academy Charter School

Students Taking Effective Philanthropy 
Seriously (STEPS)

CCF Grants
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to help, and donors from across the city and beyond 

responded immediately.”

Need was real, immediate and diverse, said Gerry 

Zipser, director of Housing for Just-A-Start, who  

oversaw the distribution of money from the Rebuilding 

Fund. “Copies of immigrant documents, equipment to 

treat sleep apnea,” she said. “One resident’s son was  

in every sport, and lost all his equipment.”

The impact was significant beyond replacement of 

property lost, said Gerry. She quoted from notes 

received in response to the grants.

“I feel like a person again,” one said; “I had no idea  

my neighbors cared so much,” said another.

Tutoring Plus of Cambridge 

Watertown High School: Scholarship 

Youth Enrichment Services (YES)

EARLY CHILDHOOD SERVICES

FY17 Grants: $66,500
Algebra Project

Baby University

Community Action Agency of Somerville, Inc.

Families First

Guidance Center/Riverside Community Care

Horizons for Homeless Children

Nurtury, Inc. (formerly Associated Early 
Care and Education)

Parenting Journey (formerly The Family 
Center, Inc.)

Parents Forum

ELDER SUPPORT

FY17 Grants: $94,158
Agassiz Baldwin Community: Living Well 

Network Program

Cambridge At Home

Cambridge Family and Children’s Service 

Cambridge Homes for Aged People 

Cambridge Senior Volunteer Clearinghouse 

Care Dimensions

Homeowner’s Rehab, Inc.

Massachusetts Alliance of Portuguese 
Speakers

Metropolitan Boston Housing  
Partnership Inc.

Mount Auburn Hospital 

New Community Services

Paine Senior Services

Somerville-Cambridge Elder Services

Tunefoolery Music, Inc.

Visiting Nurse Association of Eastern 
Massachusetts 

VNA Care Network and Hospice /  
Elizabeth Evarts de Rham Hospice Home 

CIVIC ENGAGEMENT & VOLUNTEER

FY17 Grants: $226,344
Cambridge Nonprofit Coalition

CCF Civic Leadership

Community Conversations: Sister-to-Sister

Community Needs Assessment

Community Room Central

Many Helping Hands

Union Partnership for the Whole 
Community

Union Society, Inc.

WBUR

ARTS & CULTURAL VITALITY

FY17 Grants: $161,316
Actors’ Shakespeare Project

Beyond the 4th Wall Expression Theater

Boston Symphony Orchestra 

Cambridge Art Association 

Cambridge Arts Council 

Cambridge Center for Adult Education

Cambridge Children’s Chorus 

Cambridge Community Center

Cambridge Community Television

Cambridge Jazz Festival

Cambridge Performance Project 

Cambridge Symphony Orchestra 

Central Square Theater

Community Art Center, Inc.

Community Music Center of Boston

CW Taekwondo at Boston

Dance Complex

Gallery 263

Green Street Studios

José Mateo Ballet Theatre

Longy School of Music of Bard College 

MetaMovements Latin Dance Company 

Multicultural Arts Center

New School of Music

North Cambridge Family Opera Company 

Revels, Inc.

Shelter Music Boston

ENVIRONMENT

FY17 Grants: $14,249
Charles River Conservancy

Engaging the Public Realm

Green Cambridge, Inc.

Green Streets Initiative 

St. Patrick’s Place, a church converted into affordable housing, was 

destroyed in the blaze. Plans for new housing provided by Just-A-Start 

(inset) shows the replacement, designed by Winslow Architects Inc.

“ Grantmaking is true partnership. It depends on a network of 

people who love this city and whose knowledge, compassion and 

generosity bring the idea of shared prosperity within reach. ”
Lorraine Thornhill and Lori Lander, co-chairs, Foundation Distribution Committee
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The Cambridge Community Foundation is widely known 

as a grantmaker. For over 100 years, it has received and 

managed gifts from local donors to build an endowment 

for Cambridge, drawing funds to support the work of 

nonprofit organizations serving local needs.

But the Foundation also pursues grants to strengthen 

the good work of others. Last year, that effort bore fruit 

in the form of funding from the National Endowment 

for the Arts, which was augmented by funding from the 

Foundation’s resources, to support community-based 

arts programs.

On the receiving end were five very different organiza-

tions that enliven the arts scene in the neighborhoods 

close to Central Square, a creative hub for the city. 

These included Cambridge Community Center’s 

program The Hip Hop Transformation; Gallery 263; 

Community Art Center; Central Square Theater; and 

CCTV, the city’s cable news source. Projects ranged 

from community-based painting (online and in gather-

ing places); a performance and spoken word project 

to give teenagers a platform to make art from their 

lives; theater and dance with a focus on community 

connection; and an ongoing project called Home Port 

that uses visual and performance arts to celebrate the 

extraordinary history of The Port neighborhood.

And CCTV was enlisted as the documenting partner  

for the organizations.

The big goal of the grant was to honor and raise  

visibility for arts organizations in Cambridge’s historic 

Central Square district, that in turn raise up a deeply 

rooted tradition of cultural expression as part of what 

makes Cambridge Cambridge.

Central Square Theater brings art to a local audience and uses theater 

arts to explore the world from a local perspective. Youth Underground, 

Central Square Theater. Photo by A.R. Sinclair Photography
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G R A N T E E  STO R Y

Funding arts programs in Central Square
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$50,000+

Andus Baker and  
 Rowan Murphy
Cambridge Trust Company
Google, Inc.
Richard Harriman and  
 Kristen Wainwright
Rosemarie and Steve Johnson
Why Wait Fund

$25,000 – $49,999

Anonymous (2)
Maurice L. Anderson*
Biogen Foundation
The Herb and Maxine  
 Jacobs Foundation
Katherine Metcalfe and 
 Langdon Wheeler
Ellen G. Moot*
National Endowment  
 for the Arts

$10,000 – $24,999

Anonymous
The Boston Foundation
Lauren and Jared Cosulich
Google Matching Gifts Program
Sasha Ebrahimi and Eric Griffith
The Richard Grudzinski and 
 Julie Bowden Charitable 
 Trust
Melville and Lissa Hodder
Phil Johnson and  
 Donna Gordon
Beth and Marty Milkovits
Mina Reddy
Charlotte and Herbert S. 
 Wagner, III

$7,500 – $9,999

Bob and Nancy Hurlbut
Paul Lawrence*
Massachuetts Institute of 
 Technology
Kirtland* and Susan 
 Eldredge Mead
Gail Roberts

$5,000 – $7,499

Bank of America Corporation
Betty and Arthur Bardige
The Cambridge Hospital
RoAnn Costin
Bob and Kira Hower
Chris and Lisa Kaneb
William and Sheila King
Karen A. Vagts
Martha and Richard Wagner
Clara Wainwright
G. Mead and Ann S. Wyman

$2,500 – $4,999

Anonymous
Richard Ashoff
Elizabeth Coxe and  
 David Forney
Gerald and Kate Chertavian
Lisa Drapkin
Anne Ellsworth
The Ethel Kennedy Foundation, 
 Inc.
C. Lansing and Julia M. Fair
Joanna Fischer
C. Fritz and Leah Foley
Harvard University
The Hyams Foundation
Helen and Isaiah Jackson
The Lander Family
Lesley University
Massachusetts Service 
 Alliance
Jeffrey Mayersohn and  
 Linda Seamonson
Katharine Merck
Usha Pasi and Subir Sachdev
Anne Peretz
PJA Advertising & Marketing, 
 Inc.
Rajesh and Geeta Pradhan
Elizabeth Reid and  
 William Wood
Joe and Jan Roller
Ellen Semonoff
Nan and William Stone
Wendy A. Weiss and  
 Mr. Stephen E. Shay
Denis Sheahan

$1,000 – $2,499

Anonymous
Peter and Mary Lee Aldrich 
David and Holly Ambler
Eliza S. Anderson and  
 Michael J. Anderson
Thomas and Anne Anninger
Joseph and Joanna Antebi
Janet Axelrod and Tim Plenk
George and Barbara Beal
Max Bazerman and  
 E. Marla Felcher
Belmont Savings Bank
Susan Benford
Adam Berger and  
 Stephen Frank
Boveri-Trackerman Family 
 Foundation Inc.
Brian E. Burke
C & P Buttenwieser Foundation
Camden Foundation
Fred Chernoff
Loring and Louise Conant

Brendan Corcoran and  
 Haining Gouinlock
Erik C. Cornet
Judith Cranna
Donna Davis
Ginger and Richard de Neufville
East Cambridge Savings Bank
The Eastern Charitable 
 Foundation
Frederick and Kimiko Ek
Carrie A. Endries
Luise M. Erdmann
Susan Flannery and  
 Stephen Coren
Ronald Lee Fleming
Michael Flier and  
 David Trueblood
Stephen Gardiner
Janet F. Garfield
Natalie Z. Haar*
G. Neil and Anne Yost Harper
Jonathan Hecht and Lora Sabin
Robert Heacox
Ross Hoffman and  
 Dorothy Crawford
Gerlinde Hossain-Endl
Mr. and Mrs. Frederic K. 
 Houston
Gale and Terry Hunt
Kathy Jenkins, MD
Nancy P. King
George and Mary Louise Kent
Frederic Krupp
Bill and Lisa Laskin
Thomas A. Lehrer
Sally and Stuart Lesser
T.K. McClintock and  
 Emily McClintock
Martha B. McKenna
Robert and Jane Morse
Mount Auburn Hospital
Arthur F. Musgrave Fund,  
 Bank of America, Trustee 
Robert M. Neer and  
 Ann Eldridge
Nicholas Negroponte and 
 Deborah Porter
Novartis Institutes for 
 Biomedical Research
Olive Higgins Prouty 
 Foundation
David R. Peeler
Pennyghael Foundation
John J. Petrowsky
Bill and LuAnn Polk
Bruce Posner and  
 Betsy R. Rudnick
William and Lia Poorvu
Frank B. Porter, Jr. 2000 Trust

Mary H. Power
Harold and Frances Pratt
Patricia Pratt
James Purtill
Judith Quillard
Peter and Helen Randolph
Ann and James Roosevelt, Jr.
Jacqueline Spencer
Howard and Fredericka 
 Stevenson
Peter Sturges and  
 Sasha Lauterbach
Amelia Stafford Todd
Tufts Health Plan Foundation
Sonia Turek
Stephen Vinter
Visiting Nurse Foundation, Inc.
Renata von Tscharner
Ann Marie and David Wilkins
Kathleen Yazbak
Connie Young

$500 – $999

Anonymous
Alchemy Foundation
Dr. Angela Allen 
Anstiss & Co., PC
Maria Arabatzis
Elizabeth Bartle and  
 David Boghossian
Lee and Dirck Born
Martha Born
Cambridge Housing Authority
Ms. Katrina Carye
Yasmin Causer and  
 Shabbir M. Dahod
Richard Chasin
Cathy Chute and Hull Fulweiler
Kelwin Conroy
Barbara and Richard Currier
Susan P. Davies and  
 Richard W. Talkov
Colin J. Dean
Didriks Cambridge
Kristin and John Dzialo
Eventbrite
Executive Service Corps of 
 New England, Inc.
Raymond Faulkner
Marion Fremont-Smith
Fresh Pond Market Co.
Karen Freund and Warren Behr
Charles & Sara Goldberg 
 Charitable Trust
S. Donald and  
 Dorothy R. Gonson
Janet Green
Mimi Grosser
Guitar Stop

Donor List FY17
Cambridge Community Foundation expresses deep gratitude to the donors who supported our work in Cambridge 

in 2017. We also wish to thank donors who established named funds, contributed to existing funds and gave pledges 

reflecting their commitment for the future of Cambridge.
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Peter D. and Sekyo Nam Haines
Susan Hall
Suzanne and Easley Hamner
Ted and Sally Hansen
Arlene and Daniel Holtzman
Edwin and Ann Kania, Jr.
Sonia Kowal and  
 James Wildash
Pam and Spike Lingel
Lestra M. Litchfield and  
 Steven J. Atlas
Barbara H. Lloyd
Brian Long and Ed Feijo
Yo-Yo Ma and Jill Alison Hornor
Maureen Manning and  
 Michael Walsh
Thomas and Jane Martin
Mr. and Ms. William M. Martin III
Maria McCauley
Ruth and Victor McElheny
George and Jane Metzger
Cheryl Meyerson and  
 Jay Barrows
Deepti and Vinit Nijhawan
Judy Norris
Shippen Page and  
 Anne St. Goar
Jennifer Pline
Dr. Robert C. Reid
Bridget Rodriguez
Jenny Ruducha and  
 Peter Berman
Judith and James Sandler
Elizabeth Schwab
Sheraton Commander Hotel
Meera and DP Singh
Rachael Solem
Jo and Mike Solet
Julia E. Stearns
Thomas and Bette Sturges
Toscano- Harvard Square
Susan and Stan Twarog
United Way of Massachusetts 
 Bay and Merrimack Valley
W. Robin Upton
Chrismaldi Vasquez
Cheryl A. Vozzella
Gordon and Susan Weir
Judy Weiss
Peter and Susie White
John G. Wofford
Donna and Christopher Wren

$250 – $499

Anonymous 
Ameriprise Financial, Inc.
Philip S. Balboni
Joel and Betsy Bard
Joyce Porter Barringer and 
 Paul Barringer
Daren Bascome
Aixa Beauchamp
Lianne W. Bensley
Alfred B. Bigelow
Linda Cabot Black
Kathleen and John Born

Cambridge Savings Bank
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis J. Carlone
Mary H. Carpenter
John F. Cogan Jr.
Stephen E. and Lois J. Coit
Fran Cronin
Elizabeth A. De Lima
Sallie Doyle
Friends of the Cambridge 
 Public Library
Elizabeth and John Gilmore
Kathleen Gregor
Susan Hartnett and  
 Wayne Raila
Harvard University  
 The Memorial Church
Hong Kong Restaurant- 
 Paul Lee
Keith L. and Catherine B. 
 Hughes
Therese Hyde
Dennis Kelly and Linda Aglio
Daniel Kiecza
Janet Kinasewich
Katherine N. Lapp
Susan M. Leland
Winifred Lenihan
Frances Maher
David W. Masse
Martha Minow and Joe Singer
Heidi M. Mitchell
Alex Moot and Nancy Roosa
Lucy and Jeremy 
 Murray-Brown
Mary and Theodore H. Myer
Dan and Maureen Newman
Lisa C. Peterson and  
 Ramon V. Roogas
Deborah Manegold and  
 William Quayle
Wesley Ripley
Richard C. and Jane Ellen Rossi
Dr. Kenneth N. Salim
Stephen Sillari
Beth Smith
Thomas F. and Anne W. Snyder
Frank and Victoria Solomon
Star Bright Books
Alan Steinert, Jr.
Charles M. Sullivan
Andrew and Amy Sutherland
Barbara Targum
Pastor Lorraine Thornhill
Mary Tiseo and  
 George Pillsbury
Christopher and  
 Lori Wadsworth
Eben T. Walker
Ike Williams
Dennis Wolf and Thomas Wolf
Jane Woodbury
Karen Zorn

UP TO $249

Anonymous
Adobe

Taleen Afeyan
Amy Almeida
Dorothy Altman
AmazonSmile Foundation
Maria Arabatzis
Douglas Arsham and  
 Jenny Effron
Susan C. Ayers and  
 Nancy Salonpuro
Clifford Baden
Amy W. Baughman
Prudence Baxter
Larry and Sara Mae Berman
Kim Bernstein
Herchel Blemur
Maggie and Rustam Booz
Ann Braude and  
 Andrew Jay Adler
Dr. and Mrs. Peter Braun
Natasha Brodie
Larissa V. Brown
Anne Burling
CA Technologies  
 Matching Gifts
Cambridge Community 
 Television
Nancy Weiland Carpenter and 
 Thomas H. Carpenter
David Carter
Vetto Casado
John Cervone
Linda Chin and Tom Workman
Ben Clark
Polyxane S. Cobb
Christine Conforti
Jennifer Conforti
Michael Conforti
Genevieve and Joseph Coyle
Nancy and Modestino C. 
 Criscitiello
Allison Crump and  
 David Salomon
Matthew Curtis
Jessica L. Daniels and  
 Paul Blackborow
James Frost Davis
Josefine de Jonge - Wendel
Paul and Antoinette Delmonico
Eric Domeshek and  
 Kate Gilbert
Jan Devereux
Peter and Jana Dublin
Francis H. Duehay and  
 Jane K. Lewis
Eleanor E. Eide
Abby Erdmann and  
 Luc Aalmans
Miriam Elmer and Lyle Kantor
Brenda Engel
Harriet Feinberg
Mike Filanda
Carol L. Fishman
Elizabeth V. Foote and  
 Howard E. Jackson
Meri Fox
Gerald Frug

Nancy and Dick Fryberger
Carol and Robert Gallagher
Deborah Gallagher and  
 Peter Traversy
Gwyn Gallagher
Stephen I. Gallant and  
 Julia Todd
Nancy W. Galluccio
Judith Garber
L. R. Gardiner
GlaxoSmithKline
Dorothy Gillerman
Gabrielle Gillies
Robert Gittens
Helen Glikman and Dan Bartley
Susan and Michael Goldman
Gary R. Goldstein and  
 Diane Levin
Alan I. Green and  
 Frances Cohen
Richard Griffin and  
 Susan Keane
Kristin Gunst
Shelagh Hadley
Pam Haltom and Harry Irwin
Edward and Margaret Handy
Michael F. Hanlon Jr.
David and Fay Hannon
Dan and Trudi Harkins
Harvard-Epworth United 
 Methodist Church
Jill Herold
Ilse F. Heyman
Daniel B. Hogan
James Hook and  
 Wen Chyi Shyu
Caroline A. Jones and  
 Peter L. Galison
Dom Jorge and Susan Rundle
Patricia Jukovsky
Leah M. Kelly Psy.D.
Herbert and Rose Kelman
Laura S. Kershner
Karen L. King
Lawrence Kotin
Claire Laporte
Catherine C. Lastavica
Jennifer Lawrence
Anne and Wynn Lee
Judy and Steve Leff
Clare Walker Leslie and  
 David Leslie
Susan M. Lewinnek
Dara L. Lewis
Renny and Jean Little
Sandra G. Lovell
Caroline Lowenthal and  
 Sam Ribnick
Theodore A. Lund and  
 Norah K. Hass
Amy MacDonald
Robert W. Mack Esq
Adelaide MacMurray-Cooper
Kevin Madigan
Carol Maglitta
Michael Magruder

Donor List FY17
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In a city famous for a commitment to the arts, here’s a 

program that stands out. Created by kids, nurtured in 

The Port, its very name signals a distinctive spirit. The 

Do It Your Damn Self!! National Youth Film Festival is a 

sassy, entrepreneurial celebration of young people and 

their commitment to social justice.

It is the product of the Teen Media Program at the 

Community Art Center, a grantee of the Foundation for 

its community-building through art and education. 

The brainchild of six Cambridge teens, the festival last 

year drew more than 800 participants from across the 

country. The only thing not youthful about DIYDS!! is its 

age, now over 20 years and counting.

“It is the group that makes impact,” said Jensun Yonjan, 

Teen Media Program Coordinator. “One film about 

social justice won’t change a lot of people. But the com-

bination of all this work? That’s a very powerful thing.”

Along the way it has drawn impressive partners: last 

year MIT, the Cambridge Community Center (itself the 

home of The Hip-Hop Project, a platform for young 

performers) and the Institute of Contemporary Art.

This year’s festival is scheduled for March with the 

public invited to attend Saturday, March 31st, 7 pm.  

Tickets will be available at the door of MIT’s Media  

Lab or online at www.DIYDS.org. 

The real power in DIYDS!! lies in the hands of young people combining 

their concerns and their curiosity—their voices—with a compelling 

medium. Photo courtesy of Community Arts Center.

G R A N T E E  STO R Y

Cambridge Kids in Film:  
Vision + technical smarts = impact
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Charles Maier
Crista Martin
Anne McClintock
Laura W. McConaghy
Hilary McGhee
Michael and Heli Meltsner
Stephen Minicucci and  
 Nina Tisch
Ruby F. and Allen Mintz
Dan Monahan
Anne Monius
Gordon T. and  
 Charlotte B. Moore
Elaine S. Morse
Alicia Mosesso
John J. Moss
Paul Mullin
Shapur and Amy Naimi
Muriel and Scott Nichols
Patricia M. Nolan and  
 David G. Rabkin
David C. O’Connor and  
 Lillian C. Jen
Neil Olken
Martha and David Osler
Caroline Owens
Elizabeth Pierce
Anne Whitney Pierce
Elizabeth Platt
Drew Polinsky

Joan Roberts Polinsky
Mitch Polinsky
Hana Power
Carla J. Procaskey
Christopher and  
 Esther Pullman
Robert and Rosemary Putnam
Jane M. Rabb
Carol K. Rainwater
Abhishek Raman
Nancy S. Raphael
Harriet V. Relman
Ashley Richardson
E. Anne Robinson
Laurie S. Rothstein
Veronica Reed Ryback
Nancy L. Salzman
Rebecca Schofield
Phil and Susan Schwarz
Robert N. Shapiro
Scott and Nancy E. Shaw
Lloyd and Ann Sicari
Julie Silberman and  
 Diane Perlmutter
O. Robert and Evelyn Simha
Cornelia Smith
Elissa Spelman
Nan and Robert Stalnaker
Charles Stang
Prudence Steiner

Robert B. Straus
Eve O. Sullivan
Cynthia H. Sunderland
Taggart-Turner Giving Trust
Karin Tate
Stephanie J. Tournas and 
  Timothy Bass
William A. and Miriam K. 
 Truslow
Joseph Umphres
Theodora A. Van Roijen
Howard and Lisa Van Vleck
Eileen Vitone
Eric Waesk
Lilla M. Waltch
Peter Ward
Diane Warshawsky
John and Anne Watt
Samuel and Angela Weiland
Susan Siris Wexler
Catherine White
Mary Allen Wilkes
Virginia Wing
Edward R. Wolpow
Barbara P. Worcester
Wendy Wornham and  
 Shaw Warren
Ben and Carolyn Woznick
Dorothy S. Zinberg
Chuck Zymaris

PLANNED GIVING  
AND BEQUESTS

The following donors to 
Cambridge Community 
Foundation include planned 
gifts to the Foundation as  
part of their estate planning. 
This enables them to establish 
a legacy and support their  
charitable concerns into  
the future. 

Anonymous 
Estate of Maurice Anderson
Carol and Sherwood Bain 
Sara M. Bass* 
C. Lansing Fair and Julia M. Fair
Natalie Z. Haar*
Estate of Ellen Moot
Arthur F. Musgrave
Patricia Pratt
Robert C. Reid
Barbara Rimbach*

*Deceased

This report is accurate to the best  
of our knowledge. We apologize 
for any oversight or error. 
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“ We are deeply grateful to all donors who are giving to build the Cambridge  

Endowment. Whether for specific issues or to meet urgent need, those who have  

given are ensuring the Cambridge Community Foundation’s civic leadership  

and grantmaking activity. A special salute to donors who make planned gifts and  

bequests, ensuring the Foundation’s work for generations to come. ” 

Lauren Cosulich, Chair, Cambridge Community Foundation Development Committee;  

and Advisor, Summit Trail Advisors

Michael Dawson has developed 

programs to introduce local 

students to the power of STEAM—

Science Technology, Engineering, 

Art and Math. He brought one of 

his students to the Tech-cellerate 

gathering at Google headquarters 

to connect with other like-minded 

students and workers. With him 

is Sharlene Yang, STEAM Coor-

dinator for the City of Cambridge 

(Photo by Romana Vysatova)
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Cambridge Trust Company

Rosemarie and Steve Johnson

Premier Sponsor

Rick Harriman and  
 Kristen Wainwright

The Wagner Foundation

Community Pillar

Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Gail Roberts

Community Builder

The Boston Foundation

Coldwell Banker Residential  
 Brokerage Cares

RoAnn Costin

Melville T. and Lissa Hodder

Max Ultimate Food

Beth and Marty Milkovits

US Trust, Bank of America Private 
 Wealth Management

Clara Wainwright

Community Supporter

Lauren and Jared Cosulich

Fritz and Leah Foley

Robert S. Hurlbut Jr. and  
 Nancy Hurlbut

Harvard University

Bob and Kira Hower

The Hyams Foundation

Phil Johnson and Donna Gordon

Lori and Eric Lander

Lesley University

The Martignetti Companies

Geeta and Rajesh Pradhan

Elizabeth Reid and Bill Wood

Nan and Bill Stone

Wendy Weiss and Steven Shay

Community Friend

Paul and Katie Buttenwieser

Donna Davis

East Cambridge Savings Bank

Jeff Mayersohn and  
 Linda Seamonson

Mount Auburn Hospital

Robert Neer and Ann Eldridge

Bill and Lia Poorvu

Mary and Bradford Power

Patricia Pratt

Jan and Joe Roller

We are also deeply grateful to the following: 

WBUR’s Robin Young and Amy MacDonald, 

Shanti Fry, Nicholas Negroponte and Deborah 

Porter and the staff at MIT’s Media Lab,  

Louisa McCall of Fewer Guns & More Roses, 

Carol Maglitta of One Visual Mind, and  

Nicole Guilmartin.

Leadership
The following donors made the Foundation’s centennial celebration possible through their generosity
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Gifts can be as individual as the donors who make the 

work of Cambridge Community Foundation possible. In 

the past year, gifts included artwork by iconic photog-

rapher Ansel Adams—and antique American currency. 

The art work came as a bequest from noted Harvard 

Business School Professor Paul Lawrence who had a 

long-time relationship with the Foundation. The photo 

was sold at auction by Skinner Auctioneers and the 

proceeds bolstered the Foundation’s grants program.

The currency collection represented a relationship of 

over 50 years with Cambridge Trust Company, one of 

two trustee banks represented on the Foundation’s 

board, which manage the foundation’s endowment.  

The sale of the currency  

made it possible to expand  

the Foundation’s civic  

leadership work across  

the city.

To discuss gifts to the  

Foundation, contact  

Usha Pasi at Cambridge  

Community Foundation  

at 617-576-9966.

Detail of photo by American Master  

Ansel Adams, a gift to the Foundation

Giving Can Be a Creative Exercise
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Richard Harriman 

Chairman

Michael Duca 

Trustee

Rosemarie Torres 

Johnson

Paul Parravano

Moacir Barbosa

Melville Hodder

Dora Lewin 

Trustee

Mina Reddy

Nan Stone

Elizabeth Reid 

Treasurer

C. Fritz Foley

Lori Lander

Mary Power

Denis Sheahan 

Trustee

Linda Chin

Bob Hower

Martha McKenna

Gail Roberts

Rev. Lorraine  

Thornhill

Cheryl Vozzella 

Trustee 

Lauren Cosulich

Phil Johnson

Beth Milkovits

James Roosevelt Jr., 

Esq., Trustee

Senior Advisor

William Polk

Honorary Directors

Betty Bardige

Helen Moulton

Patricia Pratt

CCF Directors FY17
Cambridge Community Foundation is governed by a Board of Directors. Our trustees represent the Bank of America 

and Cambridge Trust Company which are responsible for the investment of the Foundation’s principal.



“ The Professional Advisors Council is a critical resource for the Foundation. 

Established in 2017, the Council is building a network that strengthens our work 

in the community by engaging a new level of expertise in philanthropy and by 

broadening our outreach. ”
Beth Milkovits, Co-Chair, Professional Advisors Council, Relationship Manager, Brown Brothers Harriman

CCF Staff Professional Advisors Council
Geeta Pradhan 

President

Usha Pasi 

Vice President Donor &  

Philanthropic Partnerships

David Trueblood 

Vice President for Civic  

Connection & Communications

Gwyn Gallagher 

Director of Grantmaking &  

Operations

Elaine Saulnier 

Finance Officer

Melissa Stuart 

Administrative Associate

Elizabeth Ackerson 

Development Associate

Keri-Nicole Dillman 

Chief of Staff

Ali Roshandel 

Technology Advisor

Lauren Cosulich, Co-chair 

Summit Trail Advisory

Beth Milkovits, Co-chair 

Brown Brothers Harriman

Yasmin Causer 

KLR

Kelwin Conroy 

Pathstone Federal Street

Andrew Piltser Cowan 

PiltserCowan Law

Judith Cranna 

Eaton Vance Investment Council

Kristin Dzialo 

Eckert Byrne LLC

Carrie Endries 

Reynders, McVeigh Capital  

Management LLC

Arlene Holtzman 

Holtzman and Menuck

Barbara Targum 

Dwight Rudd Insurance

Wendy Weiss 

Weiss Financial Advisors LLC

Like us on Facebook

  CambridgeCCF

Follow us on Twitter

  @CambridgeCCF

Follow us on Instagram

  cambridgecf16

Graffiti Alley in Central Square is an invitation to local artists to be a part of an evolving 

gallery of art and design. One recent work was etched from layers of old spray paint—

creating a vision of ships from early Cambridge. Photo by David Trueblood

Annual Report Design: One Visual Mind     Printing: Ferrante & Associates, Inc. 
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99 Bishop Allen Drive 

Cambridge, MA 02139 

617.576.9966 

info@cambridgecf.org 

cambridgecf.org

All Together Now This is what a dynamic innovation economy looks like. Community 

leaders, students, foundation donors and friends all came together in 2017 in creative space made 

available by Google. An evening organized by Cambridge Community Foundation delivered a celebration 

of opportunity, building connections and putting local students at the center of a global hotspot.


