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Collaborations to spark conversations

CCF continues to elevate the voices and visions of those creating change—strengthening 
the fabric of our community in the process.

In January, CCF collaborated with LabCentral, a biotech hub in Kendall Square, to gather 
community members for a powerful exploration of social cohesion. Against the backdrop of 
Mark Ostow’s portraits of Cambridge changemakers, local leaders shared how they are 
building community bonds and advancing equity through creative and grassroots efforts. 
Panelists shared diverse, inspiring examples of that work in action—from CEOC’s neighbor 
advisory council guiding food pantry improvements, to LabCentral’s Career Forge program 
preparing underrepresented students for careers in biotech, to artist Marissa Molinar’s 
mission to expand belonging through dance, and Emmanuel Mervil’s Everybody Gotta Eat, 
building community through free barbecues.

We look forward to future conversations and are incredibly grateful to LabCentral for their 
partnership in realizing this event, and we hope to create more opportunities to come 
together in community with our partners and caring neighbors. 
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Supporting smart giving through uncertain times

On June 4, CCF partnered with the law firm Hemenway & Barnes to host a public event 
with members of our professional advising community. The discussion centered on how 
CCF can support advisors and their clients in achieving their philanthropic goals—
especially in today’s rapidly evolving and uncertain landscape. The gathering underscored 
CCF’s role as a trusted partner, offering deep local insight, flexible giving tools, and 
strategic guidance to help advisors navigate complex financial and philanthropic 
conversations with their clients. As the sector faces new challenges, CCF remains a leader 
in shaping thoughtful, community-centered approaches to giving.

Together, these gatherings illustrate how CCF is not only funding and supporting vital 
work across the city but also elevating the voices and visions of those creating change—
strengthening the fabric of our community in the process. We are deeply grateful to 
corporate partners like Hemenway & Barnes for helping spark important conversations. 
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Looking ahead to advance a unified civic agenda

As CCF implements its multi-year strategic plan, our leadership in grantmaking, research, 
partnerships, and convening continue to make meaningful impact across sectors. Whether 
supporting grassroots artists, ongoing partnership with the City, strengthening nonprofits, 
or improving food access, we are working to build a Cambridge where social cohesion and 
economic mobility go hand in hand.

The recently enacted federal budget brings the once-distant threat to our social safety net 
into a stark reality. We hear from our partners and see on the ground that the threat to our 
neighbors is very real and pushing many Cambridge families, elders, and children into 
crisis. The dramatic cuts to food assistance and healthcare will greatly impact the 10,000 
Cambridge residents who rely on SNAP benefits. The potential reductions in education 
funding, rental assistance, and support for the elderly, individuals with disabilities, and 
mental health services will deeply impact our community for years, if not generations. We 
see the growing humanitarian crisis and are at the forefront, ready to support our most 
vulnerable neighbors.

Our unique position—as a convener, funder, and civic partner—makes the Foundation a 
powerful catalyst for collective action to address the growing needs in our community with 
nimbleness and creativity in collaboration with all members of our community. This is only 
possible with your continued support and belief in the power of philanthropy to make a 
difference in our community. Together, we’re building a stronger, more vibrant, and more 
equitable Cambridge.
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Image acknowledgments

Cover art: Local painter Adam O’Day’s rendering of CCF's 2025 Imagine Together 
celebration of nonprofits and social innovators

Pages 2, 7, 10, 14: By Kristen Joy Emack

Page 3: Courtesy of Read to a Child

Page 5: Courtesy of Cambridge Hip Hop Collective

Pages 6, 13: By Mark Ostow
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